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ETF process overview

Reporting, Review and Multilateral Consideration

BTRFMCP

TER

Biennial Transparency Report

• GHG inventory (all shall)

• Progress in NDCs (all shall)

• Support provided / mobilized 
(developed shall)

• Support needed / received (developing 
should)

• Adaptation (all should)

• Annex on REDD+ (some)

Facilitative Multilateral Consideration of Progress

• Online Q&A

• In session presentation and Q&A 
(all shall)

Technical Expert Review

• Consistency of information reported

• Consideration of progress with and 
achievement of NDC

• Support provided (developed shall, 
and other Parties at their discretion)

• Identification of improvements

• Identification of capacity building needs

Credit: UNFCCC
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Guiding Principles for TER

147.
• The TER shall pay particular 

attention to the respective 
national capabilities and 
circumstances of 
developing country Parties.

148.

• In accordance with Article 
13, para 3, of the PA, the 
TER will be implemented in 
a facilitative, non-intrusive, 
non-punitive manner, 
respectful of national 
sovereignty, and will avoid 
placing undue burden on 
Parties.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR TER

Source: Decision 18/CMA.1 annex, paras. 147-148



Executed by: Funded by: Implemented by:

Scope of the TER

Credit: UNFCCC
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Scope of the TER

Credit: UNFCCC
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Flexibility provisions related to the format 
and timeline of the TER 

Credit: UNFCCC
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Criteria for composing a TER team

Credit: UNFCCC
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TER formats

A TER team 
carries out the 
review within 

the Party's 
country, with 
visits planned 

and conducted 
in coordination 
with and with 

the Party’s 
consent.

A TER team 
conducts the 
review from 
one central 
location and 

can review BTRs 
from multiple 

Parties.

Members of a 
TER team 

conduct the 
review 

remotely from 
their respective 

countries. 

The secretariat 
conducts an 

initial 
assessment of 

the GHG 
inventory’s 

completeness 
and consistency 
with the MPGs. 
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TER formats applicability

In-Country Review

• The first BTR

• At least two BTRs in a 10-
year period, one of which 
contains information on the 
Party’s achievement of its 
NDC

• If recommended in the TER 
of the Party’s previous BTR

• Upon request by the Party 
under TER  

Centralized Review

• Applies to BTRs not 
undergoing in-country or 
desk reviews.

• Developing countries with 
limited capacity can choose 
a centralized review, though 
in-country reviews are 
encouraged.

• LDCs and SIDS can join a 
group centralized review, 
with one TER team 
reviewing multiple BTRs.

Desk Review

• Should not be conducted: 
(1) more than once every 
five years; 

• (2) for the first BTR 
submitted following a 
Party’s communication or 
update of its NDC; or

• (3) for a BTR that contains 
information on the Party’s 
achievement of its NDC 
under Article 4. 

Simplified Review

• An NIR submitted in a year 
in which a BTR is not due.

• The findings of this 
simplified review will inform 
the TER of the Party’s next 
NIR submitted as part of the 
BTR. 
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Procedures and timelines for in-country, centralized 
and desk reviews 

Credit: UNFCCC
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TER format for BTR1
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TER Planning for 2025

MENA 6

Credit: UNFCCC
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Scheduling TERs

 First submitted, first reviewed basis for 50-60 TERs 
 BTR submission surge 30-31 December 2024 (43 BTRs)- warranted additional principles

Principles for organising reviews

Credit: UNFCCC
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2025 Plan for TER of BTR1

50-60 Parties scheduled/planned for review in 2025

B
at

ch
 1 February-

March 2025

8 reviews
scheduled

B
at

ch
 2 April-May 2025

20 reviews 
scheduled

B
at

ch
 3 September

October 2025

20-30 reviews 
(8 scheduled, 
up to 22 TBC)

Principles for scheduling reviews:

 First submitted, first reviewed; 
 Centralized reviews which may change the order of Parties going through reviews; 
 BTRs with REDD+ annex.

As of 16 March 2025:  

5 developing country 

Parties Centralized 
Review Format
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Preparing for review

Resubmission vs Additional information

Credit: UNFCCC
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TERT composition process

Approach and principles for each batch

• Survey issued to all 
experts eligible to perform 
reviews under the ETF.

• Responses recorded and 
verified integrated with 
information from the 
ROE/Training programme.

TERT availability

• Consideration of experts 
available for the specific 
week of the Party’s review.

• Assessment of potential 
conflicts of interest. 

• Mandated criteria for each 
TERT.

TERT composition
• Email to confirm expert’s 

availability for the 
assigned review/dates.

• Upon confirmation, issue 
of official invitation letter.

TERT invitation

Process finalized 10 weeks ahead of TER week start 
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Roles and expectations for the review process

Party
• Cooperate in the BTR review process.

• Respond to questions of TER team and provide clarifying information.

Experts
• Review the reported information in accordance 

with the MPGs. 

• Identify Areas of Improvement and Capacity-
Building Needs.

• Develop the Technical Expert Review Report.

• Participate in the review week and engage with 
experts.

UNFCCC Secretariat
• Organize TER team.

• Facilitate communication. 

• Compile and edit TER report. 

• Facilitate annual Lead Reviewers meetings.

Lead reviewers
• Oversee the work of the TER team.

• Ensure that the TER are conducted in 
accordance with the MPGs.

• Ensure the quality and objectivity of the TER 
and provide for the continuity, consistency 
across Parties and timeliness of the TER.

• Communicate, monitor, coordinate review and 
preparation of TER report.

• Give priority to issues raised in previous TER reports.

• Provide technical advice to the members of the TER team.
Credit: UNFCCC
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Expectations from Parties in TER (Part1/3)

Credit: UNFCCC
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Expectations from Parties in TER (Part2/3)

Credit: UNFCCC
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Expectations from Parties in TER (Part3/3)

Credit: UNFCCC
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2025 Plan for TER of BTR1

Credit: UNFCCC
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Credit: UNFCCC

Update on the TER Teams engaged 

Credit: UNFCCC
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https://www.linkedin.co
m/groups/13910606/

Reporting and Review | 
UNFCCC

BTR Reviews with T4T 
BRANDING

Ask the experts | Climate Transparency 
Platform

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/13910606/
https://unfccc.int/reporting-and-review
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/BTR Review Newsletter - Issue 1.pdf
https://climate-transparency-platform.org/ask-the-experts
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Thank you for your attention
Please reach out to us for any question, 

comments or suggestions! 

CBIT-GSP Project Officer

Susanne KONRAD
susanne.konrad@un.org

MENA Regional Network 
Coordinator

Keltoum AIT BELHAJ
Keltoum.aitbelhaj@un.org

CBIT-GSP Project Officer

Alejandro REGATERO
alejandro.regaterolabadia@un.org

CBIT-GSP Transparency
Officer

Khetsiwe KHUMALO
khetsiwe.khumalo@un.org

CBIT-GSP Project 
Officer

Juliette Lunel
juliette.lunel@un.org

CBIT-GSP Project 
Officer

Freya Milford
freya.milford@un.org

CBIT-GSP Project Officer

Francesco Locatelli
francesco.locatelli@un.org

Global Project Manager

Denis Desgain
denis-desgain@un.org
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