
The importance of adaptation 
reporting by countries
Timo Leiter, PhD
Distinguished Policy Fellow
Grantham Research Institute on Climate Change and the Environment
T.L.Leiter@lse.ac.uk 

Launch of the CBIT guidance on adaptation in BTRs
8 April 2025

mailto:T.L.Leiter@lse.ac.uk
https://scholar.google.de/citations?hl=de&user=nurtTjUAAAAJ
https://www.ukri.org/who-we-are/how-we-are-doing/research-outcomes-and-impact/esrc/esrc-celebrating-impact-prize/winners-and-finalists-2024/


Are we adapting?
IPCC AR5 (2014)

• Implementation of adaptation is increasing

• “there is still limited evidence of adaptation implementation” (p.876)

No systematic account of:

 Where does adaptation take place?

 By whom?

 To what effect?
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 AR5 was unable to provide a systematic answer due to a lack of information in 
published literature and a gap in adaptation data overall
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Adaptation reporting under the Paris Agreement
Transparency Framework (Article 13)

• “Each Party should also provide information related to climate change 
impacts and adaptation under Article 7, as appropriate”

• Biennial Transparency Reports

• 2022: Voluntary reviews of adaptation in BTRs (Decision 9/CMA.4)

Adaptation (Article 7)
• Importance of monitoring, evaluation and learning

• Adaptation Communications 

Global Stocktake (Article 14)
• Assessment of collective progress including adaptation

Adaptation Gap Report 2017, Chapter 2: 

“Adaptation in the Paris Agreement and 
provisions for review and reporting” 
(Möhner et al., 2017)

 Created momentum for systematic adaptation reporting
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Assessing global progress on adaptation
Provisions on adaptation reporting

• Reporting vehicles

• Difference to mitigation

Relationship between NAPs and NDCs

• Different functions and alignment between both processes

Types of information on adaptation in BTRs

• What is covered?

• How to gather relevant data?

Role of national adaptation M&E systems

• Dual benefit for national & international reporting

Good practices

• Experiences with BTRs
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BTRs
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IPCC AR6 on global assessment of progress

https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg2/chapter/chapter-17/#17.5.2


Combination of multiple data sources

6

2021 implementation chapter:

1. Project documents from UNFCCC funds: 
Adaptation Fund, GCF, GEF (Least Developed 
Countries Fund – LDCF; Special Climate 
Change Fund – SCCF)

2. Top10 bilateral donors from 2010-2019 
(OECD Creditor Reporting system)

3. Journal articles documenting adaptation 
(all journals 2013-2019)

 An indication of adaptation actions 
globally, albeit incomplete

Adaptation Gap Report – 
Chapter on global 
implementation progress
• BTRs provide a new data 

source for adaptation from 
all countries

• Detailed analysis of 
adaptation in BTRs will be 
included in the 2025 
Adaptation Gap Report

Combination of new data sources over time:
See Annex 3.A of the 2023 Adaptation Gap Report

Data sources need global coverage (see 2017 Adaptation Gap Report) 
https://www.unep.org/resources/adaptation-gap-report-2017 
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New UNFCCC training course
Structure: 5 Lessons:

1. Overview

2. Topics A-D

3. Topics E-F (Implementation and M&E)

4. Topic G (L&D)

5. Topic F (Good practices)

Scope: Consistency with MPGs, not quality of content

 Providing recommendations for improved reporting

 Capacity needs assessment

Secretariat is looking for reviewer candidates from developing 
countries

• Have to pass the course & exam

• First exam in February 2025
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More info: 
https://unfccc.int/process-and-
meetings/transparency-and-
reporting/training-programmes-for-expert-
reviewers 
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Adaptation negotiations and indicators – key references
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Thank you!           T.L.Leiter@lse.ac.uk 
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