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UN Climate Change Conference (COP-29): Nov 11 – 22, 2024, Baku, Azerbaijan 

National Transparency Systems for Tracking Data-driven Climate Action 

-- Side-Event-- 

Date: November 16, 2024| Time: 09:30 – 11:00 (1 hour 30 min) | Venue: Azerbaijan Pavilion 
 

Background 

Comprehensive MRV systems, designed to support national governments in effective monitoring and 
tracking the implementation of climate action, play a crucial role in transparency and reporting at both 
national and international levels. Establishing online, web-based MRV systems requires a holistic 
approach that integrates various domestic stakeholders and combines both technical and operational 
components of the national transparency system. 

To date, several countries in Eurasia, South America, Africa and the Caucasus have made progress in 
developing these online MRV systems, aligning them with domestic climate monitoring processes to 
ensure data transparency, track progress toward NDCs, and enhance institutional arrangements for 
transparency and climate reporting more broadly. 

To assist developing countries in meeting ETF requirements, the Global Environment Facility (GEF) offers 
support through initiatives like the Capacity Building Initiative for Transparency (CBIT) and national 
projects such as Biennial Transparency Reports (BTRs). At the global level, the CBIT Global Support 
Programme (CBIT-GSP), implemented by UNEP-CCC, helps countries build the institutional and technical 
capacities needed for transparent climate reporting. 

At the national level, Azerbaijan implements the projects such as "Azerbaijan: Enabling Activities for the 
Preparation of the Third Biennial Update Report (BUR3) and First Biennial Transparency Report (BTR1)" 
and “Capacity Building for Azerbaijan to Meet the Paris Agreement's Enhanced Transparency 
Framework”. Both initiatives are supported by GEF, implemented by UNEP, and executed by the 
Azerbaijan Branch of the Regional Environmental Centre for the Caucasus (RECC). The Ministry of 
Ecology and Natural Resources (MENR) is leading these efforts and is the main beneficiary of the CBIT 
project results. 

Azerbaijan intends to present the new national MRV system to a wider audience and facilitate a 
dialogue with the selected countries which have the operational transparency systems and which can 
guide on their lessons learned and recommendations for improvement.  
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Objective 

The main objective of the side event is to expand the knowledge of participating country parties on 
operational and emerging national MRV and transparency systems. This event will facilitate peer-to-
peer exchanges between countries with established transparency systems and those at the early stages 
of this journey.  

This platform aims to strengthen collaboration among countries, helping them build more robust MRV 
systems and advance global climate action. 
 
Target Audience and Language 

This side event is targeted towards all transparency practitioners worldwide, especially those experts 
from relevant ministries and agencies, which coordinate the national transparency reporting projects 
and capacity building initiatives at the domestic level, being technical experts on MRV systems and 
institutional arrangements. 

The side-event will be held in English.  

Format of the Event  

In-person participation.  
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Proposed Agenda 

Time  Session 

09:30 – 09:45 

Opening of the Side-Event and Welcoming Remarks 

Moderator: Justin Goodwin, Aether 

- H.E. Mr. Mukhtar Babayev, Minister of Ecology and Natural Resources of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan, COP29 President 

- H.E. Ms. Fatma Varank, Deputy Minister of Environment, Urbanization and 
Climate Change of the Republic of Türkiye 

- Ms. Khetsiwe Khumalo on behalf of UNEP-CCC 
- TBC, on behalf of UNFCCC 

09:45 – 10:15 

Main session: Launching the National MRV System in Azerbaijan 

Moderator: Justin Goodwin, Aether 

Proposed speakers: 
- Rustem Hesenov and Murad Novbarov, Azerbaijan 
- Q&A 

10:15 – 10:50 

Follow-up session: Lessons Learned and Recommendations from the Established and 
Operational Transparency Systems 
 
Moderator: Justin Goodwin, Aether 

Proposed Speakers:  

- Kamil Salazar, Belize  
- Kakhaberi Mdivani, Georgia  
- Hakan Aydogan, Türkiye  
- Q&A 

10:50 – 11:00 Wrap-up and Closure of the Event  

***** 
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