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Preparation of Iraq First Biennial Transparency Report (BTR1)
Capacity Building Workshop on Preparation of National Inventory

Report and Tracking National Determined Contributions
Concept Note and Agenda
30 September- 2 October 2024, Erbil, Iraq

l. Background
The Paris Agreement’s Enhanced Transparency Framework (ETF) for Action and Support aims to
build mutual trust and confidence between Parties under the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). At the center of the Paris Agreement’s ETF is the
Biennial Transparency Report (BTR), which replaces both the Biennial Report and the Biennial
Update Report under the UNFCCC. Under the ETF, Parties to the Paris Agreement are required to
submit their BTR every two years.

According to the modalities, procedures, and guidelines (MPGs) for the ETF (annex to decision
18/CMA.1), the BTR includes information on national inventory reports (NIR), progress towards
nationally determined contributions (NDCs), policies and measures, climate change impacts and
adaptation, levels of financial, technology development and transfer and capacity-building support
(IFTC), and capacity-building needs and areas of improvement.

In Iraq, the preparation of the Second National Communication (SNC) and Initial Biennial Update
Report (BUR) is well underway and is expected to enhance awareness and knowledge on climate
change-related issues in the country. The Government of Iraq is also preparing its first BTR under
the BTR Top-Up Focus for countries completing a national communication and a BUR. This
extends the greenhouse gas (GHG) inventory to cover additional years up to 2021 or 2022; expands
reporting on mitigation actions to report NDC progress, expands existing adaptation reporting to
address climate change adaptation as per Article 7 of the Paris Agreement, including reporting on
loss and damage; and expands reporting on technology transfer and financial, technology, and
capacity needs to address financial, technology, and capacity-building needs and support received
as per Articles 9, 10, and 11 of the Paris Agreement.

The MPGs, formulated to implement transparency in reporting under the Paris Agreement, defined
specific new requirements for reporting the results of national greenhouse gas (GHG) inventories.
Information on national GHG inventory results should be included in a specific chapter of the
Biennial Transparency Report (BTR) (Chapter 1) and supporting information should be included
in the annexes. In addition, all Parties must provide a national inventory report (NIR), which
consists of a national inventory document (NID) and the common reporting tables (CRT), to the
UNFCCC as part of each country’s BTR submission process. A national GHG inventory reported
by a Party in its BTR will be reviewed and, as such, should be complete and cover all anthropogenic
sources and sinks in the country.



Furthermore, tracking NDCs is a requirement under the Paris Agreement’s ETF. Inthe BTR, Parties
provide information on tracking progress towards their NDC, including emission levels, domestic
actions for mitigating and adapting to climate change, and the status of finance, technology, and
capacity support for mitigation and adaptation activities in the country. Together, information in
the NDC and BTR provides a full picture of whether and how a Party is meeting its goals. Each
Party must identify and report relevant indicators, which may be selected as it deems appropriate,
and use a narrative and/or common tabular format (CTF), as applicable, to present progress
towards implementing and achieving its NDC.

The government of Iraq is aware of the requirements for BTR completion. It has requested
assistance to equip Iraqgi experts and national focal points with the necessary skills to improve their
contributions to the national reporting under the ETF of the Paris Agreement specifically under
NIR preparation and tracking NDCs. As such the United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP) Regional Office for West Asia (ROWA) in collaboration with CBIT-GSP, is organizing
a capacity-building workshop to support the government of Iraq in reporting on the NIR as well as
on NDC tracking conforming to UNFCCC MPGs between September 30 and October 2, in Erbil,
Iraq.

1. Objectives
The main objective of the Capacity-Building Workshop is to increase the technical knowledge and
skills of Iraqi experts and national focal points on key concepts of the ETF and information
required under the MPGs for the preparation and submission of BTR, specifically regarding the
preparation of the National inventory reports, tracking NDC, and preparing associated tables. This
will support them in reporting on different sections of the BTR and will enhance the efficiency of
work undertaken under the BTR.
The specific objectives are the following:
- Understanding approaches for the collection and generation of activity data
- Increasing technical knowledge on calculations of GHG emissions
- Describing the modality of reporting using CRT and CTF
- Understanding approaches to tracking of NDC progress and identifying indicators
- Understanding projections for GHG emissions and removals

I11.  Date and Place
The workshop will be held between Monday 30 September and Wednesday 2 October 2024, in
Radisson Hotel & Residences, Erbil, Iraq.

IV.  Participation
The event is aimed towards Iragi experts and national focal points working on the BTR especially
the national mitigation team involved in the development of the NIR and NDC sections. These
include the ministry of energy, environment, water and agriculture, among others.

V. Language
English and Arabic language will be communicated during the session. Translation will be available.



VI. Agenda

Day 1

9:00-9:30

Registration

Session 1: Setting the scene

9:30-10:00

Round of Introductions

Presentations

- Introduction on BTR/ETF processes
Mr. Tarek Alkhoury, UNEP

Q&A

Session 2: Tracking NDC- Identifying indicators and filling in the summary tables

10:00-10:45

Presentation

- Description and reporting of current NDC of Iraq

Mr. Yassine Charabi, UNEP Consultant

- Definition and development of NDC indicators/SMART targets
Ms. Keltoum Ait Belhaj, CBIT-GSP

Q&A

10:45-11:30

Activity 1: SMART indicators

11:30-11:45

Coffee break+ Group Photo

Session 3: Tracking NDC- Mitigation assessment and elements of mitigation tracking

11:45-12:30 | Presentation
- Overview of the CTF tables for reporting on the progress in
implementing the NDC
Ms. Keltoum Ait Belhaj, CBIT-GSP
Q&A
12:30-2:00 Activity 2a: Information to track progress in implementing and achieving
the NDC using the CTF (Appendix, Tables 1-3)
2:00-3:00 Lunch
3:00-3:30 Presentation
- Mitigation assessment and elements of mitigation tracking
Ms. Keltoum Ait Belhaj, CBIT-GSP
Ms. Keltoum Ait Belhaj, CBIT-GSP
3:30-4:30 Activity 2b: Information to track progress in implementing and achieving
the NDC using the CTF (Tables 4-5)
End of Day 1
Day 2

Session 4: Introduction to NIR within BTR

9:00-10:00

Presentations

- New requirements in terms of GHG inventory

- CRT and flexibility provisions

- Basic approach to calculating and reporting GHG emissions and removals




Q&A

Session 5: Break out session to calculate and report GHG emissions and removals

10:00-10:15 | Distribution of participants into rooms depending on sectors
Room 1: Energy and IPPU
Room 2: Waste
Room 3: AFOLU
10:15-11:30 | Presentation
- Collect and generate activity data and emission factors: GHG
calculations
11:30-11:45 | Coffee break
11:45-2:00 Activity 3a: Hands on training for calculating GHG emissions
2:00-3:00 Lunch
3:00-4:30 Activity 3b: Hands on training for calculating GHG emissions
End of Day 2
Day 3

Session 6: Projections of Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Removals

9:00-10:30

Presentations

- Projections of GHG emissions and removals With Baseline Scenario,
With Measures Scenario and With Additional Measures (WAM).
Mr. Yassine Charabi, UNEP Consultant

- Missing data: What to do in case of missing data
Mr. Yassine Charabi, UNEP Consultant

Q&A

10:30-11:30

Activity 4: Calculating GHG projections

11:30-11:45

Coffee break

Session 7: Business As Usual Scenario

11:45- 12:30 | Presentations
- Asimple framework to estimate BaU scenario
Mr. Yassine Charabi, UNEP Consultant
Q&A
12:30-2:00 Activity 5: Complete CTF tables 7, 10, and 11.
2:00-3:00 Lunch

End of Day 3
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