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A Conversation with Bangladesh, Laos and Mongolia: Benefits and 

Outcomes of CBIT Project 

-- Virtual Exchange Webinar -- 

Date: April 22, 2024 | Time: 14:00 - 15:30 Indian Standard Time | Format: Online 
 

Background 

A key result of the Paris Agreement negotiations was the establishment of an enhanced transparency 

framework for tracking and reporting the progress of existing and future country commitments, with built-

in flexibility included for developing country Parties. As a request of Parties, the Capacity-building 

Initiative for Transparency (CBIT) was established by the Global Environment Facility (GEF) in 2016 to 

support developing countries to build and strengthen their institutional and technical capacities to meet 

the enhanced transparency requirements defined in Article 13 of the Paris Agreement on Climate Change. 

COP 21 decided that the aim of CBIT is to: Strengthen national institutions for transparency-related 

activities in line with national priorities; Provide relevant tools, training, and assistance for meeting the 

provisions stipulated in Article 13 of the Paris Agreement; Assist in the improvement of transparency over 

time. As of November 1, 2023, out of the 94 CBIT projects, the GEF has supported 84 individual country 

projects, one regional project (comprising four countries), and seven global projects. Resources are 

allocated based on country demands on a first come, first served basis. Fourteen of these projects have 

completed implementation and are encouraged to submit requests for support for subsequent CBIT 

phases.  

The significance and advantages of CBIT project initiatives are amplified when there is a seamless 

collaboration and alignment with other ETF-linked undertakings, such as the development of a National 

Communication, a Biennial Update Report, or a Biennial Transparency Report. Bangladesh is among a 

select group of Asian countries that received early approval from the GEF CEO for the CBIT project on 

August 6, 2019. Country has submitted three National Communications (NCs) and one national adaptation 

plan to the UNFCCC. The first biennial update report is currently in its concluding phase and is anticipated 

to be submitted imminently. Bangladesh benefited greatly from the CBIT Phase I project in terms of 

capacity building for all stakeholders, strengthening current institutional networks, robust data 

management, and properly establishing a QA/QC process. The country is currently advancing swiftly in its 

efforts to execute the ETF and develop its BTR roadmap tool in anticipation of producing its first Biennial 

Transparency Report (BTR) by the end of 2024.  

Objective 

The main objective of the virtual exchange is to share the benefits and outcomes of the CBIT Phase I 

project in Bangladesh, Laos and Mongolia with other members of the Regional Transparency Network of 

the Asia Region. Participants will have the opportunity to ask questions and engage & exchange with each 

other.  



  

Page 2 of 3 
 

Target Audience and Language 

The virtual exchange will gather relevant national transparency stakeholders including coordinators of 

National Communications and Biennial Update Reports, senior experts from the national agencies dealing 

with climate reporting who oversees the establishment of MRV and the national Enhanced Transparency 

Frameworks. The meeting will be held in English. 

Duration and Time Zones 

The meeting will last 1.5 hours with sufficient timing dedicated to discussion and Q&A sessions. The exact 

time of the webinar in your country can be seen below: 

 Countries Time (24 hour) 

Iran 12:00 

Afghanistan 13:00 

Maldives, Pakistan 13:30 

India, Sri Lanka 14:00 

Nepal 14:15 

Bangladesh, Bhutan 14:30 

Myanmar 15:00 

Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Thailand, Vietnam 15:30 

Brunei Darussalam, China, Malaysia, Mongolia, Philippines, Singapore 16:30 

Proposed Agenda 

Time  
(India Time) 

Activity 

14:00 - 14:10 

Opening session and welcoming remarks 

Moderator: Mr. Jaypalsinh Chauhan, Asia Network Coordinator 

Mentimeter & Group Photo 

14:10 - 14:25 

Benefits and Outcomes of CBIT Phase I Project: Lessons Learned from 

Bangladesh  

Speaker: Mr. Md Mahmud Hossain, Deputy Director, Department of Environment, 

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change 

14:25 - 14:30 Questions and Answers with Bangladesh 

14:30 - 14:45 

Benefits and Outcomes of CBIT Phase I Project: Lessons Learned from Laos  

Speaker: Ms. Daovinh Souphonphacdy, Deputy Director, Department of Climate 

Change, Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment (TBC) 

14:45 - 14:50 Questions and Answers with Laos 
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14:50 - 15:05  

Benefits and Outcomes of CBIT Phase I Project: Lessons Learned from Mongolia 

Speaker: Ms. Undarmaa Khurelbaatar, National Project Coordinator, Department 

of Climate Change, Ministry of Environment and Tourism 

15:05 - 15:20 Questions and Answers with Mongolia 

15:20 - 15:25 Q&A and exchange among countries 

15:25 - 15:30 Wrap-up and closing remarks and Mentimeter 

***** 


