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Understanding the Paris Agreement 

Objective
Strengthen the global response to the CLIMATE CHANGE CRISIS

Long-term temperature  

goal (2oC/1.5oC)

Climate resilient and low  

emissions development
Financial flows

Accountability

Transparency of  

action and support

Global stocktake

(ambition mechanism)

Facilitatingimplementation  

and promotingcompliance

Adaptation Mitigation Finance
Tech dev.  

& transfer

Capacity-

building

Action Means of implementation

• Article 4 – Mitigation/NDC

• Article 7 – Adaptation

• Article 9 – Finance

• Article 10 – Technology  
development and transfer

• Article 11 – Capacity-building

• Article 13 – Transparency

• Article 14 – Global stocktake

• Article 15 – Compliance



Transparency in the Paris Agreement

Enhanced  

Transparency  

Framework (ETF)  

for action and  

support

Provide a clear understanding of

climate change action in the light

of the objective of the Convention,  

including clarity and tracking of  

progress towards achieving NDCs  

and adaptation actions, including  

good practices, priorities, needs  

and gaps, to inform the GST

Provide clarity on support  

provided and received by  

relevant individual Parties in the  

context of climate change actions  

and, to the extent possible, to  

provide a full overview of

TRANSPARENCY FOR SUPPORT
TRANSPARENCY FOR ACTION



ETF from Paris to Glasgow 

Plan
NDCs under Article 4 of the  Paris

Agreement

 

Implement
Mitigation & adaptationactions  

Means of implementation

Objective

Long-term temperature  goal 

(2°C/1.5°C);  Climate-resilient and low-

emissions development;

Financial flows consistent  with such

development

Monitor and Review

Enhanced transparency  

framework (account, report,  

review)

Compliance  

Global stocktake



Reporting progress 



Architecture of the ETF

Consideration

FMCP

• Online Q&A

• In session  

presentation and  

Q&A (all shall)

Review

Technical Expert Review

• Consistency of information reported

• Consideration of progress withand  

achievement of NDC

• Support provided (developed shall,  

and other Parties at theirdiscretion)

• Identification of improvements

• Identification of capacity buildingneeds

Reporting

Biennial Transparency Report

• GHG inventory (all shall)

• Progress in NDCs (all shall)

• Support provided / mobilized

(developed shall)

• Support needed / received

(developing should)

• Adaptation (all should)



Paris Agreement – Linking NDCs, ETF and GST

Step 1

Communicate NDCs

Step 3

Review and Consideration

Step 4 

GST

Step 2 ETF

Submit BTR to track progress:

1) GHG inventory

2) Tracking progress towards NDC

3) Impacts and adaptation

4) Support provided and mobilize

5) Support needed and received

Every 2 years (ETF)

Every 5 years (GST)

Consider outputs

in Global Stocktake



Building on Experience 



ETF from Paris to Glasgow 

Paris      
COP 21

Art 13 of PA defined ETF of action/support – Decision to report

Katowice 
COP24

Modalities, procedures and guidelines (MPGs) for ETF – What to 
report?

Glasgow 
COP26

Guidance for operationalizing the MPGs for ETF 
– How to report?



ETF vis-à-vis existing MRV arrangements: Reporting themes

Flexibility
Areas of  

improvement

Cancun Agreements (1/CP.16)  

and Durban Outcomes (2/CP.17) Article 4.1 and 12.1 of the Convention;  

decision 17/CP.8

Article 13 of the Paris Agreement;  

decisions 18/CMA.1, 5/CMA.3

National communications  

NC

Biennial transparency reports  

BTR
Biennial Update Reports  

BUR

• Progress made in implementingand  

achieving NDCs

• Climate change impacts and adaptation

(as appropriate)

• Financial, technology transfer and  capacity-

building support needed and  received

• Programmes containing measuresto  

mitigate climate change

• Programmes containing measuresto

facilitate adaptation to climatechange

• Transfer of technology

• Research and systematic observation

• Education, training and public awareness

• Capacity-building

• Information and networking

• Constraints and gaps, and related financial,  

technical and capacity-building needs

• National greenhouse gas inventory     •  National greenhouse gas inventory • National greenhouse gas inventory

• Mitigation actions and theireffects

• Finance, technology and capacity-

building needs



Fundamentals of Transparency - ETF

Building on and  

enhancing

Different  

starting points

Continuous  

improvement

Flexibility Support



Benefits of the Enhanced Transparency Framework

InternationallyNationally

Access to support improved

Awareness raised

Capacity built

Policy planning informed

Political acceptancegained Trust built

Support prioritized

Ambition  

enhancement  

supported

International  

obligations met



Thank you for your attention!

Khetsiwe Khumalo| Khetsiwe.khumalo@un.org 
Transparency Officer

UNEP CCC
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