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Interoperability of IPCC Software with ETF Tool
The interoperability with the IPCC Software allows the transfer of the data from the IPCC software to the GHG 
Inventory Reporting Tool. After estimating the national GHG inventory Parties can export the JSON data 
exchange file from IPCC software and import it to GHG inventory reporting tool. Please note the following for 
the interoperability:
▪ Generation and Export of JSON file is available in the IPCC software version 2.871 or later.
▪ In the test version, JSON import can be done at the sector level only.
▪ In the test version, JSON file generation has been implemented for Energy and Waste sector only. More 

sectors will follow in future releases. 



Example of Worksheet - IPCC Software 



Overview of common reporting tables (CRTs)Outline of the National Inventory Report (NIR)
Executive Summary (including six sub-sections)

1. National circumstances, institutional arrangements and cross-cutting Information (including nine sub-sections)
2. Trends in greenhouse gas emissions and removals (including two sub-sections)
3. Energy (CRT Sector 1) (including six sub-sections)
4. Industrial processes and product use (CRT sector 2) (including two sub-sections)
5. Agriculture (CRT sector 3) (including two sub-sections)
6. Land use, land-use change and forestry (CRT sector 4) (including four sub-sections)
7. Waste (CRT sector 5) (including two sub-sections)
8. Other (CRT sector 6) (if applicable)
9. Indirect carbon dioxide and nitrous oxide emissions (related to nonmandatory provisions as per para 52 of the MPGs) (including six sub-

sections)
10. Recalculations and improvements (including six sub-sections)

Annex I:    Key categories (flexibility provided to those developing country Parties that need it in the light of their capacities as per para. 25 of 
                   the MPGs)
Annex II:  Uncertainty assessment (flexibility provided to those developing country Parties that need it in the light of their capacities as per 
                   para. 29 of the MPGs)
Annex III: Detailed description of the reference approach (including inputs to the reference approach such as the national energy balance) 
                   and the results of the comparison of national estimates of emissions with those obtained using the reference approach (related to 
                   a nonmandatory provision as per para. 36 of the MPGs)
Annex IV:  QA/QC plan (related to a non-mandatory provision as per para. 35 of the MPGs, with flexibility provided to those developing  
                   country Parties that need it in the light of their capacities as per paras. 34–35 of the MPGs)
Annex V:   Any additional information, as applicable, including detailed methodological descriptions of source or sink categories and 
                   the national emission balance
Annex VI: Common reporting tables



Overview of common reporting tables (CRTs)Overview of common reporting tables (CRTs)



Index of common reporting tables (CRT) Index of common reporting tables (CRT) 



Index of common reporting tables (CRT) Worksheets under Common Reporting Tables (CRT)
▪ Prepared for the electronic reporting of information in the NIR of anthropogenic emissions by sources and removals sinks of GHGs 

▪ Set of MS Excel workbook (containing 60 worksheets) for each reported year

▪ There are three types of table for each year 

▪ Sectoral Background Tables (white/orange cells) – Need to fill data at this layer

▪ Sectoral Report Tables (green cells) – Automatically generated

▪ Summary Tables/Cross-sectoral Tables (blue cells) – Automatically generated



Index of common reporting tables (CRT) Worksheets under Common Reporting Tables (CRT)



Sectoral Background Table under CRT  Sectoral Background Table under CRT 
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Japan - Sectoral Background Table under CRT  Japan - Sectoral Background Table under CRT 



Sectoral Table under CRT Sectoral Table under CRT 
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Japan - Sectoral Table under CRT 



Summary Table under CRT Summary Table under CRT 



15

Japan - Summary Table under CRT Japan - Summary Table under CRT 
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Japan - Summary Table under CRT (1 of 4)  Japan - Summary Table under CRT  (1 of 4)
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Japan - Summary Table under CRT  (2 of 4)Japan - Summary Table under CRT  (2 of 4)
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Japan - Summary Table under CRT (3 of 4) Japan - Summary Table under CRT  (3 of 4)
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Japan - Summary Table under CRT (4 of 4) Japan - Summary Table under CRT  (4 of 4)



Modalities Procedures and Guidelines (MPGs)

֎ Building on and enhancing the transparency arrangements;

֎ Recognizing the importance of facilitating improved reporting and transparency over time;

֎ Providing flexibility to those developing country Parties that need it in the light of their capacities;

֎ Promoting transparency, accuracy, completeness, consistency and comparability; 

֎ Avoiding duplication of work and undue burden on Parties and the secretariat;

֎ Maintain the frequency and quality of reporting in accordance with respective obligations under the 
Convention;

֎ Ensure double counting is avoided; 

֎ Ensuring environmental integrity.



Para of Modalities Procedures and Guidelines (MPGs)

Contents of MPGs as contained in Annex to 18/CMA.1

▪ Introduction (para 1 to 16): Purpose, Guiding Principles, Flexibilities, improved
reporting over time, reporting format

▪ National GHG inventory (para 17 to 58) : national circumstances and institutional
arrangements, Methods (key category analysis, time-series consistency, recalculations,
uncertainty assessment, completeness, QA/QC), Metrices, Reporting (sectors and gases, time
series)

▪ NDC Tracking (para 59 to 79) : national circumstances and institutional arrangements, 
NDC description, information on indicators, definitions, methodology and accounting 
approach)

▪ Mitigation (para 80 to 103)

▪ Adaptation (para 104 to 117)
▪ FTC Support provided and mobilized (para 118 to 129)
▪ FTC Support needed and received (para 130 to 145)

▪ Technical Expert Review (para 146 to 188)

▪ Facilitative, multilateral consideration of progress (FMCP) (para 189 to 199)



Flexibility in MPGs

▪ Specific flexibility provisions are provided in relation to:

- Reporting anthropogenic emissions by sources and removals by sinks of GHG in the 
national inventory report

- Reporting information to track progress in implementing and achieving the nationally 
determined contribution

- Technical expert review

- Facilitative, multilateral consideration of progress

▪ Use the new notation key “FX” (flexibility) in the relevant common reporting tables or 
common tabular formats

▪ Need to provide an explanation of how the specific flexibility provision has been 
applied in the corresponding documentation box below CRTs and CTFs



Requirement under the ETF

Reporting element under the ETF

Requested
(“should”) or

required (“shall”)
under the ETF?

Is this information, or similar information already 
covered in reporting BR, BUR and NC guidelines?

Estimates of emissions and removals for all categories, gases 
and carbon pools considered in the GHG inventory 
throughout the reported period on a gas-by-gas basis in units 
of mass at the most disaggregated level (MPG, Para 47)

Required Developed – yes (shall)
Developing – yes (shall)

Report seven gases (CO2, CH4, N2O, HFCs, PFCs, SF6 and NF3) 
(MPG, Para 48) 

Required, with
flexibility provided

Developed – yes (shall), Developing –yes (shall for 
CO2, CH4, N2O and encouraged to provide 
information on HFCs, PFCs, SF6 and NF3

Report the following sectors: energy, industrial processes
and product use, agriculture, LULUCF and waste,
according to the IPCC guidelines (MPG, Para 50)

Required Developed – yes (shall)
Developing – yes (shall)

Information on the following precursor gases CO, NOx,
NMVOCs, as well as sulphur oxides (MPG, Para 51)

Requested (should) Developed – yes
Developing –yes, to a lesser extent

Consistent annual time series starting from 1990 (MPG, Para 
57)

Required, with
flexibility provided

Developed – yes
Developing –yes, to a lesser extent

The latest reporting year shall be no more than two years
prior to the submission of its NID (MPG, Para 58)

Required, with
flexibility provided

Developed – yes
Developing – yes, three years

Requirement under the ETF



Requirement under the ETF

Reporting element under the ETF

Requested
(“should”) or

required (“shall”)
under the ETF?

Is this information, or 
similar information already 

covered in reporting BR, 
BUR and NC guidelines?

Methods used, including the rationale for the choice of methods, references and 
sources of information used for the emission factors and activity data used to 
compile the GHG inventory (MPG, Para 39)

Required Developed – yes (shall)
Developing – yes, to a 
lesser extent (encouraged)

Information on the category and gas, and the methodologies, emission factors 
and activity data used at the most disaggregated level (MPG, Para 40)

Required, but with 
qualifier “to the extent 
possible”.

Developed – yes
Developing –yes, to a lesser 
extent

Description of key categories, including information on the approach used for 
their identification, and on the level of disaggregation used (MPG, Para 25 and 41)

Required, with
flexibility provided on 
the threshold used for 
defining key categories

Developed – yes
Developing –yes, to a lesser 
extent

Individual and cumulative percentage contributions from key categories (MPG, 
Para 25 and 42)

Report recalculations including explanatory information and justifications for 
recalculations with an indication of relevant changes and their impact on the 
emission trends (MPG, Para 26–28 and 43)

Required Developed – yes (shall)
Developing – yes, to a 
lesser extent

Results of the uncertainty analysis as well as methods used (MPG, Para 29 and 44) Required, with
flexibility provided

Developed – yes
Developing –yes, to a lesser 
extent

Requirement under the ETF



Reporting element under the ETF

Requested
(“should”) or

required (“shall”)
under the ETF?

Is this information, or similar 
information already covered in 

reporting BR, BUR and NC 
guidelines?

Information on the reasons for lack of completeness
(MPG, Para 30-33 and 45)

Required Developed – yes (shall)
Developing – yes, to a lesser 
extent (encouraged)

QA/QC plan and information on QA/QC procedures (MPG, 
Para 34-36 and 46)

Required, with
flexibility provided

Developed – yes (shall)
Developing – yes, to a lesser 
extent 

International aviation and marine bunker fuel emissions as 
two separate entries (MPG, Para 53)

Requested (should) Developed – yes (shall)
Developing – yes, to a lesser 
extent 

Supplementary information on emissions and removals from 
harvested wood product (HWP)s estimated using the 
production approach (MPG, Para 56)

Required, for parties 
using an approach to 
reporting emissions
and removals from
HWP

Developed – yes (shall)
Developing – yes, to a lesser 
extent 

Requirement under the ETFRequirement under the ETF



Key points in the BTR to facilitate transparency

▪ Carefully review decisions 18/CMA.1 and 5/CMA.3, in particular references to the 
items that “shall” be reported (i.e. are mandatory) versus those that “should be”, are 
“encouraged” to be, “can be” or “may be” reported.

▪ Provide all information required by the provisions in decision 18/CMA.1 in the BTR, 
the CRTs and the CTF tables, to the extent applicable, which will enhance the 
transparency of the BTR.

▪ In the case of developing country Parties that need flexibility in the light of their 
capacities, identify the capacity-building constraints preventing implementation of a 
specific provision and the anticipated timeline for addressing those constraints.

▪ Regularly submitting BTRs is a cycle of continuous improvement. It is expected that 
the information available to Parties and the reporting capacities of Parties are at 
different stages of development but will improve over time.



Thank you for your attention !

CBIT-GSP
Global Coordinator

Fatima-Zahra TAIBI 
fatima-zahra.taibi@un.org

Please reach out to us for any question, comments or suggestions! 

CBIT-GSP 
Project Officer

Susanne KONRAD
susanne.konrad@un.org

CBIT-GSP
Asia Network Coordinator 

Jaypalsinh CHAUHAN
jaypalsinh.chauhan@un.org

CBIT-GSP 
Transparency Officer

Khetsiwe KHUMALO
khetsiwe.khumalo@un.org

CBIT-GSP 
Project Officer

Juliette LUNEL
juliette.lunel@un.org

www.climate-transparency-platform.org
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