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Understanding the Paris Agreement

Objective 
Strengthen the global response to the CLIMATE CHANGE CRISIS
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• Article 4 – Mitigation/NDC

• Article 7 – Adaptation
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• Article 11 – Capacity-building

• Article 13 – Transparency

• Article 14 – Global Stocktake

• Article 15 – Compliance



Fundamentals of Transparency - ETF
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Elements of Article 13 of the Paris Agreement

Source: Oeko-Institut Working Paper



Elements of Article 13 of the Paris Agreement

• Paris Agreement adopted on 12.12.2015

• Article 13: Enhanced Transparency Framework established for reporting and
review to ensure transparency of action and support

• COP24 (Dec 2018) - Adopted detailed set of modalities, procedures and 
guidelines (MPGs) (18/CMA.1) that makes ETF operational

• COP26 (5/CMA.3) - ground for implementing the ETF by all Parties - Guidance
operationalizing the ETF modalities, procedures and guidelines

• Common reporting tables (CRTs) for electronic reporting of GHG 
emissions/removals;

• Common tabular formats (CTFs) for electronic reporting on progress in NDCs

• Common tabular formats (CTFs) for electronic reporting of information on 
financial, technology, capacity support needed, received, provided, mobilized

• 31st December 2024 deadline for submission of 1st Biennial Transparency Report



ETF vs. Existing MRV arrangements: reporting themes



Overview of ETF by Article 13 of the PA



Indicative timeline of moving towards the ETF



Outline of the BTR

I. National inventory report of anthropogenic emissions by sources and removals by sinks of GHGs (MPGs, 
para. 17-58)

II. Information necessary to track progress made in implementing and achieving NDCs under Article 4 of the 
Paris Agreement (MPGs, para. 59-103)

III. Information related to climate change impacts and adaptation under Article 7 of the Paris Agreement 
(MPGs, para. 104-117)

IV. Information on financial, technology development and transfer and capacity-building support provided 
and mobilized under Articles 9–11 of the Paris Agreement (MPGs, para. 118-129)

V. Information on financial, technology development and transfer and capacity-building support needed 
and received under Articles 9–11 of the Paris Agreement (MPGs, para. 130-145)

VI. Information to be reported when NCs and BTRs are submitted jointly every four years (1/CP.24, para. 
43)(vulnerability assessment, cc impacts and adaptation measures-if not reported in section III; RSO; 
education, training and public awareness)

VII. Information on flexibility (MPGs, para. 6) (Indication of (1) reporting provisions to which self-determined 
flexibility is applied, (2) capacity constraints in relation to the application of flexibility and (3) self-
determined estimated time frames for improvements in relation to those capacity constraints)

VIII. Improvements in reporting over time (MPGs, para. 7-8) (areas of improvement, how these will be 
addressed, which areas are related to flexibility provisions, reporting-related CB support needs)

IX. Any other information the Party considers relevant to the achievement of the objective of the Paris 
Agreement, and suitable for inclusion in its BTR

Annexes: (i) Technical annexes for REDD+, as applicable; (ii) CRTs for electronic reporting of NIR; (iii) CTFs for electronic 
reporting of tracking progress in NDCs, FTC support provided/mobilized and/or needed and received; (iv) Information in 
relation to the Party’s participation in cooperative approaches, as applicable



Overview of the BTR, NID and TERR outlines 

Source: Oeko-Institut Working Paper



Architecture of the ETF



Background on the new ETF reporting tool



Background on the new ETF reporting tool



New ETF reporting tool

Homepage -
https://apps.unfccc.int/home
Use any internet browser (e.g., Firefox, 
Edge, Chrome, or Safari) on your PC.  

https://apps.unfccc.int/home


Modalities Procedures and Guidelines

֎ Building on and enhancing the transparency arrangements

֎ Recognizing the importance of facilitating improved reporting and transparency over time

֎ Providing flexibility to those developing country Parties that need it in the light of their capacities

֎ Promoting transparency, accuracy, completeness, consistency and comparability; 

֎ Avoiding duplication of work and undue burden on Parties and the secretariat;

֎ Maintain the frequency and quality of reporting in accordance with respective obligations under the 
Convention 

֎ Ensure double counting is avoided; 

֎ Ensuring environmental integrity 



Modalities Procedures and Guidelines

Contents of MPGs as contained in Annex to 18/CMA.1

▪ Introduction  (para  1  to  16):  Purpose,  Guiding  Principles,  Flexibilities, improved 
reporting over time, reporting format

▪ National  GHG  inventory  (para  17  to  58)  :  national  circumstances  and institutional  
arrangements,  Methods  (key  category  analysis,  time-series consistency, recalculations, 
uncertainty assessment, completeness, QA/QC), Metrices, Reporting (sectors and gases, time 
series)

▪ NDC Tracking (para 59 to 79) : national circumstances and institutional arrangements,
NDC description, information on indicators, definitions, methodology and accounting
approach)

▪ Mitigation (para 80 to 103)

▪ Adaptation (para 104 to 117)
▪ FTC Support provided and mobilized (para 118 to 129)
▪ FTC Support needed and received (para 130 to 145)

▪ Technical Expert Review (para 146 to 188)

▪ Facilitative, multilateral consideration of progress (FMCP) (para 189 to 199)



Flexibility in MPGs

▪ Specific flexibility provisions are provided in relation to:

- Reporting anthropogenic emissions by sources and removals by sinks of GHG in the 
national inventory report

- Reporting information to track progress in implementing and achieving the nationally 
determined contribution

- Technical expert review

- Facilitative, multilateral consideration of progress

▪ Use the new notation key “FX” (flexibility) in the relevant common reporting tables or 
common tabular formats

▪ Need to provide an explanation of how the specific flexibility provision has been 
applied in the corresponding documentation box below CRTs and CTFs



Key points in the BTR to facilitate transparency

▪ Carefully review decisions 18/CMA.1 and 5/CMA.3, in particular references to the 
items that “shall” be reported (i.e. are mandatory) versus those that “should be”, are 
“encouraged” to be, “can be” or “may be” reported.

▪ Provide all information required by the provisions in decision 18/CMA.1 in the BTR, 
the CRTs and the CTF tables, to the extent applicable, which will enhance the 
transparency of the BTR.

▪ In the case of developing country Parties that need flexibility in the light of their 
capacities, identify the capacity-building constraints preventing implementation of a 
specific provision and the anticipated timeline for addressing those constraints.

▪ Regularly submitting BTRs is a cycle of continuous improvement. It is expected that 
the information available to Parties and the reporting capacities of Parties are at 
different stages of development but will improve over time.



Thank you for your attention !

CBIT-GSP
Global Coordinator

Fatima-Zahra TAIBI 
fatima-zahra.taibi@un.org

Please reach out to us for any question, comments or suggestions! 

CBIT-GSP 
Project Officer

Susanne KONRAD
susanne.konrad@un.org

CBIT-GSP
Asia Network Coordinator 

Jaypalsinh CHAUHAN
jaypalsinh.chauhan@un.org

CBIT-GSP 
Transparency Officer

Khetsiwe KHUMALO
khetsiwe.khumalo@un.org

CBIT-GSP 
Project Officer

Juliette LUNEL
juliette.lunel@un.org

www.climate-transparency-platform.org
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