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Sharing best practices on vulnerability assessment methodologies and 
exchanging on NAP processes in Central Asia and the Caucasus 

-- Workshop-- 

July 14th, 2023, Bishkek, the Kyrgyz Republic (hybrid type)  

 
 
Background 

Since 1994, submitting information to the UNFCCC about their national adaptation processes has been 
undertaken by countries to varying extents, where annex I countries included information regarding 
vulnerability to climate change, expected impacts, and adaptation measures in their initial national 
communications. However, as countries have increasingly acknowledged the need to adapt to climate 
change, the demand and need for greater and more in-depth communication and reporting on 
adaptation needs, priorities, plans, and actions, under the UNFCCC has also increased. 

With the adoption of the Paris Agreement and its Article 13 on reporting requirements and transitioning 
towards Enhanced Transparency Frameworks (ETF) requires all Parties to report on adaptation within 
the national BTRs, Adaptation Communications, National Communications and NAP. Given the 
specificity of the reporting and the need to regularly collect data for reporting and monitoring purposes, 
the countries of the region are undertaking initial steps on adaptation planning and establishing their 
domestic M&E systems within the NAP projects.  

Having in mind that the topic of VA/CR assessment to climate change and NAP processes was 
determined as one of the needs for the regional network of the CBIT-GSP workplan for 2023 and 
highlighted in the gaps and needs assessment of the ReCATH project, the intention is to organize the the 
working session on mutual exchange of the countries of Central Asia and the Caucasus on both topics. 
Given that CAREC organized the first meeting of the regional technical working group on transparency 
for adaptation in Central Asian countries via its ReCATH project, which took place on 13-14 July 2023 in 
Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, the efforts were joined to deliver on this session during July 14th.  

Objective 

The main objective of the session is to share best practices of the countries of Central Asia and the 
Caucasus on their progress towards using the methodologies and tools on vulnerability and climate risk 
assessment, as well as to exchange on NAP processes and gaps and challenges in planning adaptation 
measures at the national and sub-national levels.  

Having in mind that the M&E system is the main instrument to be used by the countries in data 
collection and tracking, discussion around this particular topic was prioritized.  
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Target group and language 

The Session is aimed for the experts and specialists of the national governmental agencies, which deal 
with adaptation and climate resilience at the national level from the countries of Central Asia and the 
Caucasus. Representatives from UNDP were also invited to participate and contribute to the Session as 
country-based UNDP offices are the main implementing agencies for GCF readiness projects on NAP. 

The Session was held in Russian.  
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Agenda 
Time (Bishkek) Session 

09:00 – 09:30 

Session A. Methodologies, instruments and tools on VA/CR assessment in the 
countries of Central Asia and the Caucasus 

Moderator: Ms. Nailia Timerkhanova, Network Coordinator 

Speaker: 
• Mr. Vladimir Grebnev, CAREC Regional Climate Change Specialist 
• Q&A  

09:30 – 11:00 

Working in groups: 
Participants were invited to break-down in three groups to discuss on the following: 

- What methodologies and tools on VA/CR assessment do you use? What 
priority sectors are covered by this assessment? 

- What are the gaps and challenges in performing the VA/CR assessment?  
- What risks and vulnerability factors are newly emerging in your countries and 

which have to be actualized for next assessments? Whether some of them 
indicated as transboundary? 

- What support do you need now and in the future?  
 
Group A: Kyrgyzstan and Turkmenistan 
Group B: Armenia (online) and Uzbekistan 
Group C: Tajikistan 

- Reporting to the plenary 
- Q&A and Discussion   

11:00 – 11:30 Coffee-break 

11:30 - 12:55 

Session B: Sharing best practices on NAP process in Central Asia and the Caucasus 
Moderator: Mr. Vladimir Grebnev, CAREC Regional Climate Change 

Speakers:  
• Ms. Diana Harutyunyan, Head of the Climate Change Programme, UNDP 

Armenia 
• Ms. Zhyldyz Uzakbayeva, NAP Project Manager, UNDP Kyrgyzstan 
• Ms. Manzura Bakhtdavlatova, Climate Change Officer, NAP, UNDP Tajikistan 
• Ms. Gulchehra Khasankhanova, NAP expert, Ministry of Water Resources, 

Uzbekistan  

Interaction and Q&A session 

12:55 - 13:00 Wrap-up and next steps 
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